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Editorial
dear reader
Dear reader, welcome to the second issue of the Tosoh Bioscience customer magazine 
in 2015. The motto of this issue is SEC/Separation/Scholarship. It is featuring our new 
UHPLC columns for size exclusion chromatography (SEC) of proteins, the new Tosoh 
scholarship for Students/PhD Students and Post Docs and several applications of our 
separation products in biopharma and chemical industry. 

Enjoy reading and stay informed. 

Regina Roemling | Marketing Manager 
Tosoh Bioscience GmbH
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The Super-T - Comic #2  

Never fear! Here's 
a special advice  
from Super-T!

I've found the 
breakthrough in
thoughput

The new TSKgel 
UP-SW3000! 
More on PAGE 3.

Hi folks, I know,  
sometimes you can't 
see the wood for 
the trees

Super T 

and the 
pillar of 
your success

The second edition of Super T lab magnets is available now. Ask for your Super T magnets at Sales-Marketing.tbg@Tosoh.com 
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TSKgel UP-SW3000 features the same pore size as the well-established 
TSKgel G3000SWXL. The calibration curve and the molecular weight range 
of the new 2 μm TSKgel UP-SW3000 is similar to those of 5 µm TSKgel 
G3000SWXL and 4 µm TSKgel SuperSW3000. Hence, methods developed 
on conventional gel filtration columns can be easily transferred to UHPLC 
technology by using TSKgel UP-SW.

TSKgel UP-SW is available in two column lengths; The shorter 15 cm  
column can be used to speed up analysis and increase throughput while 
maintaining resolution. The 30 cm column delivers dramatically increased 
resolution e.g. between mAb fragments, monomers, and aggregates. The 
use of the 15 cm column for aggregate analysis is described on page 5.

To achieve maximum resolution and fully exploit the potential of the  
columns the use of a UHPLC system is highly recommended.  A so-called 
DC (direct connect) guard column can be attached directly to the analytical 
column to minimize extra column band broadening while preventing early 
deterioration of the analytical column.

TSKgel SW columns stand out from other silica-based high performance 
size exclusion columns by virtue of their large pore volumes. They are 
based on highly porous, ultra-pure silica particles, the surface of which 
has been shielded from interacting with proteins by applying a proprietary 
surface chemistry. This ensures highest recoveries and accurate quantita-
tion. The validated manufacturing and packing process delivers a reliable 
batch-to-batch reproducibility.

03 
What’s New 
Columns    
TSKgel UP-SW3000 Columns for UHPLC use

TSKgel UP-SW3000, the new 2 micron UHPLC column with 25 nm pore size, is the latest addition to the renowned TSKgel 

SW series of silica based gel filtration columns.  For decades, TSKgel G3000SWXL columns have been the gold stan-

dard for QC of therapeutic antibodies in Biopharma. Over 40 years of experience in developing and producing SEC 

stationary phases are built into the new series of UHPLC columns for the analysis of proteins in the range of 10 to 

500 kDa.   

     Figure : Batch-to-batch Reproducibility for TSKgel UP-SW3000     Figure 1 Comparison of calibration curves

Protein Standard on TSKgel UP-SW3000 (red), TSKgel SuperSW3000 (blue) and 

TSKgel G3000SWXL (grey)
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MAb Aggregate Removal by Salt-tolerant Ion 
Exchange Chromatography
Purification schemes for monoclonal antibodies typically consist of three chromatographic steps accompa-

nied by filtration steps. The common Protein A capturing is typically followed by ion exchange (IEC), hydrophobic  

interaction (HIC), or mixed-mode polishing steps. Residual DNA, viruses, and host cell proteins are usually removed 

by flow-through anion exchange chromatography while aggregates can be reduced through a cation exchange, 

mixed-mode, or HIC step.

04  
Application  
Monoclonals I 

The salt tolerant anion exchange resin TOYOPEARL NH2-750F provides 
a unique selectivity compared to other anion exchange resins and was 
also  found to be suited for aggregate removal. In general, anion exchange 
resins can be used in bind and elute (B/E) mode as well as in flow-through 
(FT) mode. Both options were evaluated for TOYOPEARL NH2-750F. To 
increase the amount of aggregates of the test sample, a monoclonal an-
tibody was aggregated by acidic incubation and subsequently diluted to 1 
g/L in loading buffer. 

The dynamic binding capacity of TOYOPEARL NH2-750F for the mAb used 
in this study was evaluated and a value of 95 mg/mL could be reached 
with 10 mM Tris/HCl, pH 8.0 for B/E mode. SEC analyses of fractions of 
the elution profile of the aggregated antibody on TOYOPEARL NH2-750F 
show that aggregates do not elute in the salt gradient and remain bound 
until the column is CIPed with sodium hydroxide. Fractions 10 to 14 have 
an aggregate content below the limit of detection of SEC.

In order to establish a FT polishing step, buffer conditions were evaluated 
to optimize non-binding conditions for the monomer by varying pH and salt 
content. Best results were obtained with 10 mM Tris/HCl, pH 7.0 at a sodi-
um chloride concentration of 250 mM. To analyze the aggregate removal, 
100 mg aggregated antibody were loaded on a 2 mL column and fractions 
of the flow through were analyzed by SEC.  All FT fractions are essentially 
aggregate free. 

TOYOPEARL NH2-750F is ideally suited to develop a polishing step for 
monoclonal antibody by either using the resin in BE mode or in FT mode. 
For both modes ideal conditions for aggregate removal could be establis-
hed. An additional benefit when using this resin in FT mode is the deliver-
ed excellent viral clearance. Typical virus log reduction exceeds five for 
enveloped and non-enveloped DNA and RNA viruses.

     Figure 1 Elution profile of aggregated antibody on TOYOPEARL NH2-750F in B/E mode and analysis of fractions by SEC on TSKgel G3000SWXL 

     Figure 2 : SEC analysis of the aggregated mAb sample (red line at 

0 mAU) and flow-through fractions in increasing fraction order from 

bottom to top.
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mAb Aggregate Analysis by UHPLC
Antibody therapeutics are enjoying high growth rates. In 2013, six of the top ten best-selling global drug brands 

were monoclonal antibodies (mAbs) and more than 400 monoclonals were in clinical trials. The characterization 

of these complex biomolecules is a major challenge in process monitoring and quality control. The main product 

characteristics to be monitored are aggregate and fragment content, glycosylation pattern and charged iso-

forms.

     Figure 2 : COMPARISON OF ANTIBODY ANALYSIS RESULTS

Mouse-human chimeric mAb; 1: trimer; 2: dimer; 3: monomer ; 4: fragment
     Figure 1 CALIBRATION CURVES

Protein standard on 2 µmy TSKgel UP-SW3000 and 1.7 µmy competitor column

The standard method used in biopharmaceutical QC for mAb aggregate 
and fragment analysis is size exclusion chromatography (SEC). A new se-
ries of 2 micron silica based UHPLC columns with 25 nm (250 Å) pore 
size can be applied to either increase speed or improve resolution of the 
separation of antibody fragments, monomers, and dimers.

Compared to a commercially available 1.7 micron UHPLC column the cali-
bration curves of the new TSKgel UP-SW3000 2 μm column (see page 3) 
shows a slightly shallower slope in the region of the molecular weight of 
-globulin. These differences in the separation range and steepness of 

the curves are related to a slight difference in pore size (25 nm for TSKgel 
versus 20 nm for the 1.7 µm material).

The separation of an antibody sample on the new 2 μm packing compared 
to the competitor UHPLC column shows that the small difference in pore 
sizes results in a better separation in the molecular weight range of anti-
bodies, fragments, and aggregates. Due to the wider separation window 
the resolution between monomer and dimer as well as dimer and trimer 
is slightly higher with TSKgel UP-SW3000 although particle size is slightly 
larger than in the competitor column. Moreover, also the fragment peak is 
more clearly separated from the monomer peak.

TSKgel UP-SW3000 is ideally suited for the analysis of the aggregate and 
fragment contents of antibody preparations. It features the same pore size 
as the renowned TSKgel G3000SWXL and TSKgel Super mAb columns 
while improving resolution through a smaller particle size. Based on the 
optimized pore size and the high degree of porosity the resolution in the 
molecular weight range of immunoglobulins is even superior to a competi-
tive UHPLC column with slightly smaller particle and pore size.

05 
Application 
Monoclonals II    
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The projects submitted for the scholarship covered a broad range of 
target molecules: from enzymes from recombinant and natural sour-
ces over ingredients of citrus fruits to biofilms. Josefine – a Ph.D. 
student at the Institute of Process Engineering in Life Sciences, Bio-
molecular Separation Engineering (MAB), Karlsruhe Institute for Tech-
nology – proposed a project on purification of PEGylated proteins. Her 
final target is to analyze the influence of polymer modifications on the 
stability of proteins used in industrial applications. 

The selected modification – called PEGylation – consists in the cova-
lent attachment of polyethylene glycol (PEG) to the target molecule. A 
typical PEGylation reaction delivers a mixture of products that differ 
either in the number of bound PEG chains (PEGamers) or in the posi-
tion of bound PEG molecules (isoforms). The PEGamers and isoforms 
need to be separated in order to analyze their individual stability. 

Liquid chromatography already proved to be a good approach to se-
parate PEGylated proteins, for preparative but also for analytical pur-
poses. Ion exchange and size exclusion chromatography will be ap-
plied in Josefine’s project first and we are happy to supply a portfolio 
of TOYOPEARL GigaCap ion exchange media and HW size exclusion 
media for this project. Chromatography experts from Tosoh Biosci-
ence will support Josefine throughout her projects through periodic 
consultancy.

The prize and the certificate were handed over at the Chromatography 
Workshop held in Stuttgart in September 2015. 

AND THE WINNER IS:  
JOSEFINE MORGENSTERN FROM KIT, KARLSRUHE  

At HPLC 2015 in Geneva Tosoh Bioscience presented the new Tosoh Chromatography Scholarship. For this first editi-

on master and PhD students as well as post-docs had the opportunity to submit projects on purification of bio-

molecules. Out of the many applications submitted, Ms. Josefine Morgenstern was appointed as the winner of the 

scholarship. It consists of a free participation in the renowned Tosoh Bioscience Chromatography Training in down-

stream processing and a starter package of chromatography media needed for the proposed project. The scholar-

ship was open to German-speaking students as this was the language of all three workshops in 2015. 

06  
TOSOH
SCHOLARSHIP 

     The Tosoh Grant 2016  will support an analytical application of 

biochromatography.
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Yifan Pang and coworkers applied the EcoSEC compact GPC system to 
analyze AG/Polymer Nanaocomposites[1]. Nanocomposite materials 
consist of polymer and inorganic nanoparticles (NPs) especially noble 
metal NPs have shown valuable application in various fields. One ex-
ample is the antibacterial grafting of cotton materials.  Of them Na-
nocomposites containing silver NPs have received intensive research 
interest for its unique features in the fields of catalysis, antimicrobial 
agents, conducting materials and sensors. 

The authors describe a novel synthetic strategy for microspheres and 
micro-plates of Ag/POA nanocomposites in the absence of solvent 
and surfactant. The method combines the nucleation of Ag nanopar-
ticles and the polymerization of monomer in a facile one-pot reaction, 
which provides a novel way for metal-polymer microsphere nano-
composite with low-cost, easy-operation and high-yield. The molecu-
lar weights of the products were measured by GPC on a EcoSEC GPC 
System system at 40 °C with THF as mobile phase.

Dario Venetz and coauthors used TSKgel HILIC columns to analyze 
the Glycosylation profile of armed antibodies [2]. Therapeutic anti-
bodies represent the largest and fastest growing class of biopharma-
ceuticals. There is a trend in moving from intact antibodies towards 
“armed” antibody products, in which the antibody moiety serves as 
pharmacodelivery vehicle. The impact of glycosylation on the targe-
ting performance of armed antibodies is still largely unknown. 

The article sheds light on the surprising finding that relatively small 
variations in glycostructures and sialic acid content can have drama-
tic effects on therapeutic agent performance. By performing detailed 
biodistribution studies with a novel IL9-armed cancer-specific antibo-
dy, the authors identified a clear correlation between N-linked glycan 
structures and tumor-targeting efficiencies.

Of Silver/Polymer Nanocomposites and Armed 
Antibodies

Our chromatography column, media, and instrument brands - TSKgel, TOYOPEARL, and EcoSEC  - are frequently menti-

oned in scientific articles. Today we picked two very interesting examples published this year. They present results 

in two really diverging fields of research and application: polymer characterization on one site and research on 

armed antibodies on the other site. 

07  
TSKgel/EcoSEC 
IN THE LITERATURE

   [1] Pang, Y. et al. Unexpected in-situ Free Radical Generation  

and Catalysis to Ag/polymer Nanocomposite. Sci. Rep. 5, 11993; doi: 

10.1038/srep11993 (2015). 

    [2] D. Venetz, et al. Glycosylation Profiles determine extravasation 

and disease-targeting properties of armed antibodies, PNAS 112.7: 2000-

2005; 10.1073/pnas1416694112  (2015)
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Current Trends in the Analysis of Biologics, 
Biosimilars & Biobetters

Meet Tosoh at tradeshows and conferences 

Upcoming Events

     Feb. 	 10	 -	 11		  |  2016	      9th Annual BIO Innovation Leaders Summit | Berlin   [Germany]

     Feb.	 23	 -	 24		  |  2016	      DOwnstream Processing World 2016 | Munich   [Germany]

     Feb.	 24	 -	 26		  |  2016	      Macromolecular colloquium | Freiburg   [Germany]

     MaR.	 20	 -	 23		  |  2016	      Arablab | Dubai   [United arab emirates]
     April	 12	 -	 13 		  |  2016	       BioProcess International Europe | Vienna   [Austria]
     May	 10	 -	 13		  |  2016	       Analytica 2016 | Munich   [Germany]							              

     Find the latest updates on www.separations.eu.tosohbioscience.com/WhatsNew/CalendarOfEvents 	  	

news & Events | Meet Tosoh Bioscience   

08  
What’s Happening 
Webinar

Development and production of biopharmaceuticals is a growing segment of pharmaceutical industry. A thorough 

characterization of therapeutic biomolecules is A key for the successful submission of research and production 

data for regulatory approval of new drugs. The introduction of the first so-called biosimilars has further in-

creased the demand for highly efficient analytical methods. Tosoh Bioscience will host a webinar on this topic on 

November 12, 2015. 

Over the last decade, ultrahigh-performance liquid chromatography 
(UHPLC) has made its way into routine labs for the analysis of small 
molecules and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). It has trigge-
red a leap in efficiency and throughput of LC and LC-MS methods and 
there is an increased interest in applying UHPLC also to biopharma-
ceutical analysis.

The analysis of the aggregate content and charge heterogeneity are ty-
pical applications applied to characterize therapeutic proteins, such as 
monoclonals. Smaller peptides or the oligosaccharides of the glycan 
structure of a protein are typically analysed after enzymatic cleavage. 
Recently, the analysis of antibody drug conjugates (ADCs), bispecific 
antibodies, and therapeutic oligonucleotides by chromatographic me-
thods gained attention to characterise these new drug formats.

The webinar will summarize current trends in UHPLC applications 
for biomolecules. Case studies will illustrate the potential of using  
UHPLC for applications, which are frequently used in development 
and production of biologics, biosimilars, and biobetters. New bio- 
column developments supporting these techniques will be presented. 
Hyphenation of these LC Methods with sophisticated techniques such 
as mass spectrometric, light scattering, or Raman detection will also 
be covered.

    Register for the webinar at  http://bit.ly/1M4YPrn

 


